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THE CHURCH AND THE COUNTRYSIDE 


In connection with Rogation Sunday 
(which fell on May 14th and was also Farm 
Sunday), the Bishop of Chichester issued a 
Pastoral Letter to be read in the churches of 
his Diocese on “The Church and the Coun- 
tryside.” We are printing a considerable 
portion of it, as we believe that our readers 
at home and abroad will be interested to’ see 
this evidence of an increasing concern among 


Churchmen for the welfare of the country- 


side. The War, with is new stress on the 
importance of the land, has of course con- 
tributed to this development. 

After a brief review of the time-honoured 
festivals which have linked Church and 
Countryside in the past, the Bishop con- 
tinues :—~ 

“These Feasts were not simply picturesque 
ceremonies, with no meaning behind them. 
They bore witnesses to man’s faith in God as 
the God of Nature and the giver of all good 
things; and as the Creator, intimately con- 
cerned with the welfare of all that He has 
created. They were also expressions of a 
healthy community life, in which all classes 

of men, women and children in the country- 

side joined together, alike for work and 
worship. They took their place in a pattern 
of life of which God was the centre. And 
when God is really the centre of life’s pat- 
tern, everything else falls into its place. 

“Times have changed much in the last 

two centuries. The tendency everywhere is 
for the machine to gain the mastery, and for 
life to become more and more artificial, more 
and more wanting in community, in love of 


the home, in care for beauty, and in faith - 


in God. ‘For long enough,’ says T. S. Eliot, 
pre have believed in nothing but the values 
arising in a mechanised, commercialised, 


om 


urbanised way of lifé; it would be well for 


us to face the permanent conditions upon 
which God allows us to live upon this planet.’ 
We need now to get back a right attitude 
to Nature, which implies also a right attitude 
to God. Let the Church and the Country- 
side rediscover one another, and who knows 
what an awakening may take place in the 
whole life of the nation! It is in this spirit 
that I invite you to observe Rogation Sun- 


day, now happily chosen by the Minister of 


Agriculture as Farm Sunday, and the Roga- 
tion Days, which, in this fifth year of the 
world war, have come round again to re- 
mind us of the deep things of God. 

“(1) First of all, then, let us remember 
that these days are days of prayer for the 
livestock and the crops. We who are 
children of the Earth bring the Earth itself 
before the Heavenly Father. We bring the 
sower and we bring the seed. We bring the 
beasts and the birds and those who tend 
them. We acknowledge that the Earth is 
the Lord’s and all the fruits thereof; that 
God is the God of Nature; that he quickens 
the corn, and drives the plough. We acknowl- 
edge that the capacity of the Earth to pro- 
vide us with food is God’s greatest gift for 
the physical welfare of mankind. We ac- 
knowledge our dependence on the sunshine 
and on the rain for the increase which God 
gives at the different seasons of the year. 
We acknowledge our duty to treat the Earth 
with proper reverence, so nurturing it that 
its fertility may never fail, and so using it 
that none may be deprived of their rightful 


share in its wealth. Further, we acknowl- = 


edge that those who are called to work upon 
the Earth for the producing of food are 
following a vocation blessed by God, as well 
as rendering one of the greatest services to 


their fellow human beings. We therefore _ 
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acknowledge our responsibility also for se- 


curing that all those engaged in the industry 
of agriculture shall have fair and healthy 
conditions in which to live and work to-day, 
and shall be free from fear for the future. 
Let us then pray God to bless the soil and 
its produce, to bless the beasts and to bless 
all who labour on the land. 

“(2) There is a second purpose which I 
would ask you also to bear in mind at 
Rogationtide. In the old Homily for Roga- 
tion Week, issued by Queen Elizabeth, one 
of the main reasons given for beating the 
bounds of the parishes in procession was the 
duty of guarding against ‘strange encroach- 
ments.’ Men were bidden to be content with 
their own, and not to encroach on one an- 
other’s land, or claim more than what ‘in 
ancient right and custom our forefathers 
have peaceably laid out unto us for our com- 
modity and comfort.’ 

“Nowadays the encroachment against 
which we should be most on our guard is 
that of the Town on the Country. This en- 
croachment takes various forms and has 
various causes, economic and social. It may 
be the result of demands made by the Town 
for new housing estates or factory sites out- 
side its boundaries, or for holiday-making in 
, conglomerations of railway carriages and 
caravans, and in colonies of cheap bungalows 
and week-end cottages. It may be due to 
the lure of the Town, attracting some of the 
- most vigorous of the youth in the villages 
away from their natural home, by the offer 
of higher wages, better living conditions, and 
ampler facilities for amusement. 

“The Town and the Country are necessary 
to one another and each should welcome the 
other. But the townsman often needs to 
learn a greater reverence for the beauty of 
the countryside and the customs of the 
countryman, even in such simple matters as 
the avoidance of litter, and closing gates 
behind him in his walks through his fields. 
And the whole nation has still to be won to 
a deeper understanding of the basic impor- 
tance of the land, and of all who work on 
the land, in the national economy. Had that 
basic importance been recognised in the past 
we should never have allowed the economic 
conditions in the rural areas to compare so 
badly with conditions in the towns, or have 
paid so little heed to the great drift of labour 
from the land. When agriculture is estab- 
lished on a sound economic foundation and 
country people are provided with adequate 
housing and education and medical services, 
adequate facilities for healthy recreation, 
adequate water and electricity, and adequate 
means of developing village life and indus- 
tries on lines true to village genius, the whole 


~ 


position will be tr. ns: 


‘which implies a right attitude to God.” 


times like these we should consider our ways, 
and should resolve that, not only during the 
war but in peace time as well, the vital 
importance of the land should be fully under- 
stood. Once again I venture to declare that 


The Bishop concludes by stating that he 
is forming a “Church and Countryside Asso- 
ciation,” which Christians of all denomina- 
tions are invited to join. 


CHURCHES AND THE INVASION 


The following statement has been issued 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury :— ; 

All who have charge of parish churches or © 
other places of worship should see that they © 
are available for prayer from the time when 
news of the opening of the Second Front is” 
received. They should be ready also to lead © 
services of intercession and dedication at © 
times when in each locality people can most 
easily come together. And they should be © 
prepared to lead great congregations in 
prayer on the following Sunday. No special — 
form can be circulated, but by careful selec-— 
tion from the forms already issued all needs © 
can be met. 

The use of the two following prayers is 
also suggested :— ‘ 


HEAVENLY FATHER, God ‘both of righteous 
ness and peace, have mercy upon the nations no 
engaged in bitter war. Cleanse both us and ou 
enemies of hatred and covetousness; make us so | 
worthy of our cause, so steadfast in Thy strength, G 
that no weakness may delay the victory of our arms ~ 
and no selfishness mar the righteousness of our — 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. E: 


O LORD GOD, we humbly dedicate to thee our- ~ 
selves, our nation and our cause, placing in Thy 
hands all we have and all we are and all we desire, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 


The Moderator of the Free Church Federal © 
Council and other representative Free 
Church leaders have issued the following 
statement :— 

“We suggest that our Free Churches. 
should be open, as are those of the Anglican 
Church, for purposes of private and indi- 
vidual prayer, as soon as word of the inva- 
sion is made known. Many Free Church peo- 
ple, we feel sure, will welcome the opportun-— 
ity of spending a few moments in the House 
of God during the coming critical days, to 
pray for their loved ones, for brave men in 
battle, and for leaders of the United Nations. 
In this way Free Churchmen will be spiritu- 
ally uniting in payer with other fellow 
Christians.” 


This | is to be Lae on aa. May 
21st. An explanatory pamphlet, issued by 
the Committee for Britain and Northern 
Ireland, states :-— 

“The significance of this annual observ- 
ance has immensely increased since the out- 
break of a war in which we believe ourselves, 
however unworthily, to be defending Chris- 
tendom, and after which, without a genuine 
Christian revival, we shall not be fit to 
shape, as the victors must, a new world era. 
Youth in particular requires a clear expres- 
sion of those fundamental Christian prin- 
_ ciples which can alone provide a true direc- 
tion for the future. 

“The observance of a special Sunday set 
apart every spring for the Youth of the 
Empire has steadily developed since its 
inauguration in 1938, and last year wit- 
nessed increasingly widespread celebrations 
throughout Great Britain and elsewhere 
within the Empire. 

“His Majesty the King has once again 
graciously accorded his patronage to the 
Movement, and it is the hope of the Com- 
mittee that in 1944 Empire Youth Sunday 
may be even more widely observed than 
hitherto, and that the few districts which 
have held aloof in the past may take their 
part in observances. To this end the co- 
operation both of young people and of Youth 
Organisations is sought. 


Broadcasts 


“9.30-10.15 a.m.—The Youth Service in 

- Westminster Abbey will be broadcast to 
Home and Empire at 9.30 a.m. Speakers in 
the past three years have been a young Air- 
man, a young Naval Officer, and a young 
Infantry Officer. It is hoped that this year 
the address may be given by a young Flight- 
Sergeant from Australia. 

“1.15 p.m.—A short talk will be given 
after the 1 o’clock news by his Grace the 
_ Archbishop of Westminster. 
| “8-8.40 p.m.—A service will be broadcast 
from Old St. Andrew’s Church, Toronto, in 

the Home Service programme at 8 p.m., 

; when the address will be given by Dr. Sclater, 
“Moderator of the United Church of Canada. ” 


z ANTI-NAZI PASTORAL FROM 
: GERMAN BISHOPS 


In the autum of last year the German 
Roman Catholic bishops issued a joint 


“The Ten Commandments as the Nations’ 
‘Law of Life.” This was read in most of the 
hurches in the Reich on Sunday, October 


Pastoral ‘Letter dealing with the subject: 


-{0th, and Sunday, October 17th, 1943. We 


/ 


publish below a summary of the main points 


in the letter, which is in substance a direct 
attack on the Nazi philosophy of life. 

After a brief introduction in which, in re- 
strained language, the writers identify them- 
selves with their nation in its present war- 
time sufferings, the letter treats of the first 
commandment, with which the second is in- 
corporated. “God has unmasked the old 
heathen gods and no people must try to raise 
them to their thrones again, in whatever 
new and refined form it may be. No nation 
must worship itself as if its will, and not the 
will of God, were the source of all morality 
and all justice.” 

From the third commandment against 
taking the Lord’s name in vain, the bishops 
draw the conclusion that “the whole life of 
the community is placed under the super- 
vision and protection of God and thus the 
attempt to banish religion from public life 
is frustrated. . . . Public law, which in the 
oaths .taken to the colours, to the constitu- 
tion, and on assuming office, repeatedly and 
in the most solem form invokes God the Lord 
as witness and surety, cannot simultaneously 
deny God’s right in the life of the community 
by declaring religion to be a private matter 
which imposes no obligations.” 


There follows a consideration of the place ~ 
of Sunday in a community, under the head- 


ing of the fourth commandment. “Sunday 


must not, in any nation or at any time, be © 


turned into a working day in general and in 
principle; for this reason it is particularly 
important that the children who are growing 
to maturity should not be claimed for other 
matters to such an extent that no time is 
left over for reverent participation in the 
Sunday service and for the cultivation of 
Christian family life. And so for adults too 
God’s service must not be ousted by com- 
pulsory labour on work which is completely 
worldly in nature, except in urgent neces- 
Siyes 

The first four commandments deal with 
the claims of God upon men, and the follow- 


ing six with those claims as shown in the __ 


relations of human beings with one another. 
This second half in the Pastoral Letter is 
headed “‘Man’s rights on the second tablet’ 
and deals first with the fifth commandment 
and its meaning for home and family life. 
“A government which relies only .on its 
external power and thereby renounces all 
claims to derive it from God is a moral 
tyranny which constrains not only the bodies 
but also the conscience of its subjects. But 
a government which desires to derive its 
authority from the grace of God must also 
construct its laws and decrees in accordance 


with God’s will. It must uciee. oppose its 
‘will to that of God nor so exceed the scop 
of its dominion that it supresses the special 
rights pledged by God to the individual and 
the authority, also rooted in God, of the 
family and the Church.” 

Strong words are spoken on the subject 
of the sixth commandment, “Thou shalt not 
kill” \(with a clear reference to the Nazi 
custom of killing off the unfit). ‘‘No earthly 
power may interfere at will with the law 
of life and death and injure or destroy the 
life of an innocent man. ‘The innocent and 
just person thou shalt not put to death’ 
(Ex. 23, 7). He who attacks such a com- 
mandment attacks God Himself, pits him- 
self against a divine order, injures God’s 
right. Temporal government, indeed, bears 
the sword, as the Apostle says, in order, 
acting as the handmaid of God, to punish 
those who are guilty of serious ‘crimes and 
to ward off unjust attacks on the homeland 
by force of arms. But otherwise the law 
. . . applies to it just as to every private 
individual.” This section ends with the words 
“The common good must not be promoted 
and obtained except by the use of means 
which are morally permissible. Even the 
heathen Cicero condemns the perversion of 
morality to mere utility.” 

The next section deals with the seventh 
commandment and part of the tenth to- 
gether and is a sharp criticism of the sexual 
-_ morality taught by the Nazis. “Thou shalt 
not commit adultery and thou shalt not covet 
they neighbour’s wife.” “Every marriage, 
even the so-called racially mixed marriage 
has, as soon and in so far as it has been 
properly concluded in accordance with the 
laws of God and the Church, a full claim 
to the divine protection accorded by the 
seventh commandment—and to the blessings 
—unity, sanctity and indissolubility, and its 
natural fruit, progeny—which are promised 
therein. The Lord’s commandment ‘What 
therefore God had joined together let no man 
put asunder’ (Matth. 19, 6) applies to every 
valid Christian marriage.” 

The eighth commandment not to steal is 
also combined with the part of the tenth 
which forbids man to covet his neighbour’s 
goods. “The dignity of man.demands the per- 


sonal right to make use of the good things © 


of this world-as a normal and natural prin- 


ciple of life. The basic claim to private own- ~ 


ership, for all so far as possible, expresses 
this principle. The positive legal regulations 
- controlling private property may change and 
permit its use on a more or less restricted 
scale. But if they are to perform their task 
of promoting peace in the service of society 
they must prevent the working man, the 
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f ence, 


-be neglecting and denying an essential duty | 
‘of maintaining justice and giving legal pro- 


~and that therefore a national culture which 


as a person. 

“The saa to “truth and honour” iS A 
heading of the ninth commandment. 
community which restricts itself to protect 
ing the physical and material welfare of it 
citizens but would outlaw the spiritual p 
sessions to which they are entitled, their 
right to their honour and good name, to 
faith and trust, to truth and honesty, would 


tection. A lie, no matter from whom it comes 
destroys faith and trust between men an 
thus undermines the order of human inter= 
course.’ 

Finally in the last commandment the 
bishops write that its words “not only for- 
bid the sinful word and deed, they also for- 
bid the evil thought and intention which 
lurks in the mind. They bring to our con- | 
sciousness the fundamental truth that the 
soul of all culture is the culture of the soul 


declares that thought is free and only con-— 
cerns itself with external conduct is nothing 
more than the whitewash on the whited | 
sepulchre.” 

The document ends with a summary of. 
the attitude to be taken by the bishops and — 
the faithful. We quote two short extracts. 
“We come forward to defend with particular 
vehemence’all those who are unable to plead 4 
for their rights themselves: for the young ~ 
people with their claim to religious instruc- 
tion, guidance and ministrations, for the ~ 
innocent who are in prison and oppressed, 
including those who are not of our blood and 
nationality, for those who have been evacu- 
ated and deported, for the workers who are 
prisoners and of foreign race, and for their 
title to moral Dee and religious minis- — 
tration.” 

“This time of war, of great suffering and 
painful anxiety weighs heavy on all of us | 
and on our nation. Suffering must awaken 
love. Love alone can mitigate it and over- 
come it. May this selfless, self-sacrificing- - 
love. of God and one’s neighbour manifest 
itself among all of us and give proof of its 
presence through our loyal compliance witn | 
the divine commandments. May it be the 
sign by which we shall recognise the young } 
men and women who follow Christ, the sense 
which overcomes the gloom of strife and 
hatred, the strength which brings about a 
genuine change of heart and soul and gives. 
hope and courage to build afresh, zs 


